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We had 2 email replies to our request to identify the location of the above
cover photo (July 2017 issue) labeled “Looking west 300 feet east of furthest
gas pump”:
I’m not living here long enough to be sure. But I’ll bet the gas station on
the left is where the Empire station is and just past the trees is the road
to Silver Sands Motel — Joel

Erl Clinton Barker Gould, Frederick Trubee Davison, Artemus Lamb Gates and
others who went to train at the aviation school at Port Washington, Long Island,
New York, in order to become a unit of the Aerial Coast Patrol.

(Source: Flickr Commons project, 2014) See story, page 3.

HELP WANTED

My friend Norman Wamback, the Vice President of Mattituck Historical
Society, says it is Depot Road, Cutchogue — Deborah

Thank you both for taking the time to reply.
We’re hoping someone may have other old photos or postcards that might
show these buildings and confirm the location!

We are looking for a salesperson to replace Kristin who is expecting her second baby and will be leaving us after the
December issue. There is no January issue, so sales would start in January for the February issue. No set hours or schedule.
Paid by commission. For more information please email or call for an appointment/visit. RETIREES WELCOME. e
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The American Aviator Hero Who Landed in Great Peconic Bay,
at Camp Mineola, in 1927.
Founder of the “Millionaires’ Unit”– U.S. Naval Aviators in First World War
by Gerard Matovcik, Reference Librarian, Mattituck-Laurel Library

F. Trubee Davison at Bolling Field in Washington, D.C., 1926

Frederick Trubee Davison Lands in the Great South Bay, July 30, 1927
  On Saturday, July 30, 1927, at about eleven o’clock in the morning, a
seaplane roared overhead, a few hundred feet over the streets of Mattituck.
Villagers who rushed out of doors to see it spotted the aircraft making a
graceful curve towards the Bay, its yellow wings, black hull and underwing
floats, clearly visible from ground. The plane sailed toward the Bay, as excited

spectators watched her fade and disappear over the trees. In the plane was
a man of national importance, Frederick Trubee Davison, the Assistant
Secretary of War, and the aviator hero who had established, in 1916, the
“First Yale Unit,” a group of twenty-nine students from Yale who trained to
become the first Naval Air Reserve Unit during World War I, later dubbed
“The Millionaires’ Unit.”
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Peconic Bay, July 30, 1927.
Children and adult spectators
get a close look at the seaplane
San Francisco, taxied into shore on
landing wheels, her hull-pontoon
and her propeller almost directly
over Judge Leone Howell’s
bulkhead at his summer home in
Camp Mineola, Mattituck.
Courtesy of Norman Wamback from
his book, Summers at Great Peconic Bay:
A History of a Summer Community.

   On that summer day in 1927, Frederick Trubee Davison was the
distinguished guest of Surrogate Judge Leone Howell of Camp Mineola on
the bay. Secretary Davison was invited to a luncheon at the Marratooka
Club where he delivered a stirring and timely address on the progress of
aviation in our country. Though we do not have a copy of the address,
the theme of Davison’s speeches at the time was consistent: that Long
Island, “the Eastern tip of the United States” and almost the “cradle of
aviation,” would become a great world center for flying. As the halfway
point between the great capitals of Europe and the Pacific Coast, Davison
prophesied, Long Island would become the hub of great trans-Atlantic and
trans-continental flights

Leone D. Howell and “Camp Mineola”
  In 1921, Leone D. Howell and his wife, Lena, purchased bay front
property from a farm owned by the Laetitia Reeve family in order to build
a summer home. The farm was bordered by James Creek on the west and
ran south from New Suffolk Avenue to Peconic Bay. The Howells lived
in Mineola, where Leone had a law practice. In 1922, Leone D. Howell
was elected Surrogate Judge of Nassau County, a post he held until 1946.
The Howells convinced ten other families to purchase lots on the same
farm, and when all the families had summer homes built on the property,
the beach community became known as “Camp Mineola.”
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  Above: This is the San Francisco, the hydroplane that landed in Great
Peconic Bay in 1927 with Secretary Davison and his pilot. The seaplane is
now on exhibit at the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum at the
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, VA.
   In 1926, the San Francisco was one of three hydroplanes that made
the historic Pan-American Goodwill Flights through Mexico and Central
and South America in order to improve relations with Latin American
countries, to encourage commercial aviation, and to provide valuable
training for Air Corps personnel. In that year, the pilots of the San Francisco in the Goodwill Flights were Lt. Acker and Lt. Maitland. In 1927,
Lt. Maitland would become the first pilot in history to successfully fly,
non-stop, from San Francisco to Honolulu.
F. T. Davison Establishes the First Naval Air Reserve,
Dubbed “The Millionaires’ Unit.”
  In 1915, then-Yale sophomore, Frederick Trubee Davison, led an enterprising group of Yale undergraduates to form the first naval air reserve
unit in American history. The intention of these wealthy young men was
Continued on page 9...
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Some of the Original Twelve Members of the Yale Aero Club. (l. to r.) Robert A. Lovett, Dave H. McCulloch (flight instructor), Albert Dillon Sturtevant (standing). Artemus L. Gates, Erl Barker Gould, F. Trubee Davison, J. M. Vorys, John V. Farwell, and Allan W. Ames (sitting). This is part of the
group of young Yale men in Port Washington, Long Island, in the summer of 1916, who came to train at an aviation school to become a unit of the Aerial
Coast Patrol. Photo courtesy of the F. Trubee Davison Papers, Sterling Library, Yale University
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Original Yale Unit Group of 1916 pictured at Palm Beach. Top row left to right, John Vorys, Artemus L. Gates, Albert Ditman, Allan W. Ames,
Instructor David McCulloch, Trubee Davison, Bob Lovett, Erl Gould. Bottom row, left to right; Wellesley Laud-Brown, Ella (mascot), Harry Davison.
Photo courtesy of the F. Trubee Davison Papers, Sterling Library, Yale University
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Chris Manfredi
631-765-4666
44655 County Rd. 48
Southold
cmanfredi@allstate.com

Se habla español.
Just east of Hortons Lane.
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FL. In New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA
Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.
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The Sopwith Camel
On patrol in a Sopwith Camel with
fourteen other planes from the 213
squadron of the British Royal Air
Force, Kenneth MacLeish, from
“The Millionaires’ Unit,” encountered eleven Fokkers at 8,000 feet,
with three more diving down from
12,000. A wild dogfight ensued in
which several Fokkers went down.
But when it was all over, three planes
failed to return to Dunkirk, including
the plane of MacLeish.
F. Trubee Davison,
pictured here in uniform
in 1916, stands next to
his sister, Alice Davison,
who served with the “Girls
Radio Unit” and married
Artemus “Di” Gates
following the war.
(Courtesy of the New York
Public Library)

Continued from page 5...

Kenneth MacLeish of “The Millionaires’
Unit” was the son of a successful businessman who had helped found the University
of Chicago, and he was the brother of the
Pulitzer-Prize winning poet, Archibald
MacLeish.
(Courtesy Roger I. Sheeley & Lawrence D. Sheely)

The German Fokker D.VII
is often considered the best
fighter aircraft of the First
World War.

Summer’s bringing

to learn how to fly airplanes so as to develop America’s military aviation
and protect the nation’s eastern coast from enemy planes and submarines.
F. Trubee Davison’s father, Henry P. Davison, was a partner in J. P. Morgan
and Co., a financial institution that provided the Allies of World War I with
credit to purchase their war materials and supplies. The senior Davison had
the finances as well as the military and political connections to help his son
secure the training and resources to start the unit.
  After securing authorization from the Admiral of the Navy, F. Trubee
Davison began training with his team during the summer of 1916, in Port
Washington, Long Island, and began their assignments as the country’s first
aerial coastal patrol. Thirteen days before the U.S. entered World War I in
1917, twenty-nine “Yalies” of the First Yale Unit volunteered for service.
   The unit was dubbed “The Millionaires’ Unit” by the media because
many of its members were scions of America’s wealthiest families. Davison’s
father, as mentioned above, was a leader in the banking industry; Robert
Lovett was the son of Robert S. Lovett of the Union Pacific RR.; the fathers
of A. D. Sturtevant and J. M. Vorys were partners in prominent law firms;
Continued on page 11...
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Continued from page 9...

Erl Gould’s father was a friend of Woodrow
Wilson. William A. Rockefeller, a pilot in the
First Naval Air Reserve who served at the Killinghome Naval Air Station in England, was the
grandson of the co-founder of Standard Oil.
  The members of the First Yale Unit were
among the first soldiers and sailors to fight for
the United States after the declaration of war
in 1917. Artemus L. Gates commanded the
heavily bombarded air station at Dunkirk,
made a heroic water rescue under fire and was
captured by the Germans after being shot down
in a SPAD fighter. John V. Farwell was in Paris
among massive jubilant French crowds that
flooded the Place de la Concorde for four days
after the Armistice was signed. Robert Lovett,
a gunner on bombing runs over enemy territory,
was promoted to a commanding officer, and was
for a time in charge of all U.S. naval aviation
operations in Europe. J. M. Vorys flew in “spider
web” patrols over the North Sea, patrols that
made a systemic search for prowling steel-gray
U-boats.
  Some members of the First Yale Unit –
Kenneth MacLeish, Curtis Read, and H. B.
Sturtevant – made the ultimate sacrifice during
World War I and perished overseas. Many survived to attain notable positions in the military,
government, and civilian life. For example,
Artemus L. Gates became Commandant of the
Navy Air Corps; John Vorys, a Congressman
from Ohio; and Erl Gould, a Rear Admiral.

Frederick Trubee
Davison, who landed

July, 1926. From the left: Anton Fokker, Herbert Hoover, F. Trubee Davison and

Edward Warner, standing next to one of Fokker’s F.VIIa/3m trimotors, a state-of-the
art airliner, at Bolling Field, Washington, D.C.
   Anton Fokker had designed the Fokker aircraft used by the Germans in World
War I. After the war, he became a U.S. citizen and designed an airliner (above) that
provided service between Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia. As Secretary of Commerce at the time, Hoover perceived that commercial air service would become an
important part of everyday travel even though at this time it was beyond the means
of most Americans. Frederick Trubee Davison, the Assistant United States Secretary
of War, promoted the idea of commercial air travel. Edward Warner was the first
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Air).

in Great Peconic Bay
in July of 1927, had a
distinguished career.
He was awarded the
Navy Cross for his
services in World
War I. In 1925, he
was on the cover of
Time Magazine due
to his appointment
as chairman of the
National Crime Commission. He became
a Brigadier General
during World War II,
and was awarded the
Army Distinguished
Service Medal. He
was president of the
American Museum of
Natural History from
1933 to 1951.

