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Greenport, September 1938:

F. N. Terrell Fish Market, viewed from Claudio’s Restaurant on the south 
Main Street dock. Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of Mike Richter.
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A letter from Bob Kaelin:

I remember the building 
shown on page 3 of the August 
issue as having been some 
sort of a meeting hall for 
the Presbyterian Church 
(directly across the street) 
when I was in grade school in the 1940s. There was a sign out front 
that read “Parish House of the First Presbyterian Church” 
(or maybe it was Parish “Hall”). It was probably used for church 
suppers, Christmas pageants, etc. and I remember the Presbyterian 
kids having gone to Sunday School there. After the addition on the 
southeast corner of the church in the early sixties, it was then 
that this became the Town Hall. Later on it was moved up near 
the railroad track, east of where the Post Office is now and west of 
where the Old Grange Hall was. The town fire siren was on that site 
for many years before that. — We thank Bob for sharing!
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9/22/38 Long Island Sound  Town Beach, Southold. Jack’s Shack on the beach. Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of Paul Hunter.

HURRICANE
OF 1938

September 21st marks the 80th Anniversary for one 
of the most devastating hurricanes ever to hit eastern Long Island. This was before 
the hurricanes were given names, and is often referred to as “The Hurricane of 
’38” or locally “The Long Island Express.” It was also preceding the present day 
sophisticated weather forecasting and communication systems and therefore struck 
the North Fork of Long Island in the early afternoon without warning. It also ar-
rived at high tide and carried with it sustained winds of over 120 miles per hour.
 There are many stories that can be told by the area residents about that day 
and how they survived. A couple of the more scary ones are about the lighthouse 
keepers of Long Beach Bar and the steamship Catskill.
 Bill Allen was at the Long Beach lighthouse with his grandfather when the hur-
ricane struck. As one can imagine the winds and waves were fierce and they feared 
for their lives, at one point not expecting to make it. The wind and seas broke some 
of the windows, knocked off the top of the chimney, and flooded the lighthouse 
cisterns with salt water. It also swept away the lighthouse’s boats, isolating them 
both until help came from passing fishermen a couple of days after the storm.

 Another extremely scary episode and close call occurred aboard the steamship 
Catskill. Mrs. Edward King, as told by her daughter, Fran Demerest, had driven their 
car aboard the ferry at Orient Point en route to visit family in Newport, Rhode Island. 
The Catskill, operated by the New London Ferry’s Management, Inc., was under the 
command of Captain Clarence Sherman of Shelter Island. The steam ship had dif-
ficulty leaving its dock at Orient Point shortly after noon because of the wind and sea 
conditions. That everyone survived the height of the hurricane is certainly a tribute 
to the skill of Captain Sherman. He was able to anchor the steam ship for a while in 
the western part of Fisher’s Island Sound. As the eye of the hurricane passed over the 
steamer was turned around and dragged its anchor and later started taking on water. 
One can only imagine the frightening experience of the eight passengers standing in 
water hour after hour wondering if they were going to survive. After over ten hours 
en route the Catskill finally made it into New London Harbor about midnight, and 
were told by the Coast Guard that there was no place in New London to land, but to 
go to the coal dock in Groton. The next day the passengers of the Catskill discovered 
that they were the only large vessel afloat in New London Harbor. 
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Greenport Basin and Construction Company, Railways #2 and #3. Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of Mike Richter.

Greenport and Orient were especially heavily damaged as one can 
see by these photographs. Especially damaged was the buildings in Greenport Basin 
& Construction Company, now Greenport Yacht & Shipbuilding and Claudio’s. 
Over 600 trees were reported down in Greenport, the roof of the theater was torn 
off, and many boats sunk including the 50 ft. yacht, Clever Girl and the houseboat 

Filene. The menhaden steamer Ocean View was lost in Long Island Sound along 
with eight members of the crew, with only the Captain surviving.
 One cannot help but wonder what would happen if a sequel to the Hurricane 
of ’38 should strike this area again. Hopefully we would have adequate warning, 
but the results could be nearly as devastating.  
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Greenport Movie Theater. . Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of Mike Richter.
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24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE(631) 727-2760

First!Thinkwww.FlandersHVAC.com Keeping the East End Comfortable for Over 60 Years

HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING

HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING

Since 1954 Call For

24/7

Service

100%

Certified

Serving
ALL of

Suffolk
County Since 1954

  H

ome Comfort

If You Need Service, Installation or Just Advice You Can Trust, Give Us a Call –  and Think Flanders First!

Fully Vetted & Certified Technicians • LEED Certified Design and Installation Experts 
Allergen Removal Air Filtration Systems • Ductless Splits and Central Air Conditioning Solutions • Oil 
and Gas Furnace & Boiler Sales & Service • Humidification & Dehumidification Solutions • Affordable 
and Comprehensive Maintenance  Agreements • Financing Available • 24/7/365 Emergency Service

“
“

I can see why you guys were voted Best of the Best in Dan’s  
Papers...In the future, Flanders and the people who work  
there are my go-to guys for all my Heating and Air  
Conditioning Needs.” - F.&J. T., Sag Harbor

“

The BEST Choice on the East End! They are always on site 
when needed and very professional, the only company to use.”  
- C.L., East Hampton, July 2018

In our experience, Flanders is a customer-centric company. 
Need help? The Flanders team responds.”  
- H.B., North Fork, April 2018

“Here For You 
Since 1954!”

‘Call Us Around the Clock, We’re Just Around The Block - Think FLANDERS First!’‘Call Us Around the Clock, We’re Just Around The Block - Think FLANDERS First!’

24/7
CALL FOR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE!

Not Just In-Season...ALL Seasons.
Since 1954 we’ve been committed to keeping you Safe, Secure and Comfortable, 24 Hours a Day, 365 Days a Year. 
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Let me help with your Life &
Retirement needs today.

 

23
47
70

Chris Manfredi
631-765-4666
44655 County Rd. 48
Southold, NY 11971
cmanfredi@allstate.com

Life insurance o�ered through Allstate Life Insurance Company & Allstate Assurance Company, Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Company, Jacksonville, FL. In New York, life insurance o�ered through Allstate 
Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Securities o�ered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. 
Main O�ce: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

Life Insurance  •  Retirement Savings  •  Mutual Funds  •  IRAs  •  Annuities  •  College Savings Plans

Why did 1.3 million families refuse 
to buy life insurance online?

They had an Allstate Agency they trusted to help them get 
it right.
Let’s sit down and talk about your life insurance needs today. 
I’m happy to answer questions, explain the details and help 
you choose the right policy for your family and budget. Life 
insurance is too important not to have an Allstate Agent 
looking out for you. Call me.
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6:30pm │ Refreshments & Registration 

6:45pm │ Session 1 

      Women’s Heart Disease 
7:30pm │ Intermission 
7:45pm │ Session 2 

      Breast Cancer: What You Need to Know 

Cutting Edge  
Advancements in  
Women’s Health 

Save the Date 

Eastern Long Island Hospital invites you to attend the  
third installment of their Community Health Education Series 

Wednesday, October 17, 2018 │ 6:30pm  
Peconic Lane Community Center 

The Brick Schoolhouse at 1170 Peconic Lane, Peconic, NY 11958 

For more information and to register for the sessions you would  
like to attend, please call ELIH’s Foundation/Community  

Relations Office at 1 (844) 372-ELIH 

201 Manor Place, Greenport, NY 11944  •  631.477.1000  •  www.ELIH.org 

Full Program to Follow 
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Flooding of lower Main Street, Greenport (Claudio’s Restaurant on the right). Photo from the PBS archives courtesy of John Rusch.
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Hurricane damaage on Main Street, Greenport. Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of Mike Richter.
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MULLEN MOTORS
East Main Street, SOUTHOLD • 765-3564

www.mullendealsoftheweek.com • www.mullenmotors.com
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SAVE BIG ON NEW  2017 and 2018  Dodge, RAM, Chrysler & Jeep Vehicles!

Chrysler,  Jeep, Dodge, SRT and Ram are registered trademarks of Chrysler Corporation, LLC. 

Must Finance Through Chrysler Capi tal When Applicable; Restrictions May Apply: See Dealer For Details. Must Qualfiy for Financing. Tax, Tags & DMV Extra. 
*See Dealer for ALL Offer Details. Not  Respnsible for Unintended Errors or Omissions. Expires  10//01/18

ON THE 2019 RAM 1500 BIGHORN!
 ALL NEW 2019 RAM 1500

4X4 BIGHORN EDITION

$4,500 
IN REBATES!IN REBATES!

RIGHT NOW GET

PLENTY IN-STOCK
TO CHOOSE FROM!

YEARS
91

Best Dealership Ever!
“Just old-fashioned service and honesty. I 
travelled from Manhattan to buy my Jeep.”              
 - Mark A. 

WHY  
MULLEN?

The ominous sky over the wharf in Orient during the Hurricane of ‘38 reflects the powerful threat of nature’s forces 
and reminds us of the seriousness of hurricane warnings. Photo from the PBS archives, courtesy of James Monsell.
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Hurricane damage to the Orient Potato Dock — now the Orient Yacht Club. Photo from the PBS archives courtesy of John Rusch.




