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New Home

b OX Thinking of You

Send special order requests to:
maria@thenorthforkbox.com
Tell us your personal message

Y and we include a handwritten note card.

On our Cover—

K. G. “Kenny” Brown (age 12) on his bike with his dog,

Rex, in front of the Gildersleeve Bros. store, Mattituck,

with love from nofo

View recent issues of the Peconic Bay Shopper at:

www.academyprintingservices.com

Love from the North Fork
in a box!
Celebrating people,
places and things!

000

@thenorthforkbox

c. 1932. Across, and east on Pike Street, can be seen

Fischer’s Hall, which has since been razed and replaced.

— Courtesy of Mattituck-Laurel Library)
See story on facing page....
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A 1950°s Stroll fhrough fhe Centler of Matfiluek

by G. C. Whyte, Ph. D.
Ex Officio Consultant to the Mattituck-Laurel Historical Society

(All photos courtesy of Mattituck-Laurel Library. We apologize that many of the photos for this article about the 1950’s were taken in the 1930’s. They are still
relevant, however, because many of the buildings had not changed their location or configuration that significantly in a few decades. If any readers have photos
of Love Lane and Pike Street from the 1950’s, please submit them to Mattituck-Laurel Library for scanning, and we will put the scans in our digital collection of
historical images.)

A bit over a year ago, I was walking on the south side of Pike Street, heading towards Love
Lane and approached a young father with a small boy in his arms. Decades ago, | was that little
boy. It was one of those moments, or as the late, great Yogi Berra would say, “It’s like Déja vu
all over again.” Each of us little boys, in our own time, were both waving to the engineer of the
LIRR train stopped at the station. In my case, he was driving a much more colorful G-5 steam
engine and did wave back. Not so sure that happened now.

The event brought back not only that parallel event, but memories of a stroll on those same
streets in the 1950’s. Library Hall was in the final years of its life, and one could not miss the
entry and marquee for the movie theater upstairs. (The name “MATTITUCK” on the marquee
was spelled in red letters.) Looking at the photos now, maybe it wasn’t the best place to be in a
fire! But who worried about such things then — like having seat belts?

A bit further down Pike Street stood the small Victorian building, of which few remain, hous-
ing the Village Dairy, one of three delicatessens in the center of town. Remember the so-called
Blue Laws and restricted opening times for supermarkets? My uncle never patronized this estab-
lishment after the owner’s son broke into his summer cottage — even after the place had changed
hands a number of times!

Opposite stood the forlorn, shuttered Mattituck railroad station building. Closed for years,

In 1905, Library Hall (right) was built and donated to the town by native son and publisher, Frank
Moore Lupton. Located on the southeast corner of Westphalia Avenue and Pike Street, the building
served as a library and bank downstairs with a hall upstairs for entertainments and dances, and
eventually, a movie theater. After a serious fire in 1960, the wooden structure was taken down.

We’re ready for warm weather!

Stop 1n and see all our new inventory! Great gift ideas!

hats « PJs - books
raincoats - shoes
blankets - T-shirts
monograms & more

Brighten your morning!
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Library Hall, Msttituek, L. L

The Library Hall post card above gives us a better view of the hall.

EE 3 it seemed to stand silently awaiting its

Where Library Hall once stood is now a parking lot shown below. destruction in the next decade. The ad-
joining small baggage building with its
two sliding wooden doors escaped demo-
lition and was moved diagonally across
the tracks to the west side of Westphalia
Road. Wonder what ever happened to it?
Next on the south side of Pike Street
was the “stationary/candy/cigar” store of

K. G. “Kenny” Brown, whose parents had

The Village Dairy building is gone,
and the liquor store has become
“The Broken Down Valise.”

LENNOX ) Spring Savings!

Start With: Then Enjoy: YOUR CHOICE:
90 Da_VS 120 MOnthS System #1: AC Only

NO PAYMENTS! EASY AND AFFORDABLE New High Efficiency
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- New High Efficiency

Lennox Furnace and AC*:
Starting At Only

Ly Lennox Dealers indUde |ndependent|y 1 49/mo
Bt Owned and Operated Businesses

“Must Qualify for Financing and Meet ALL Requirements For Your Specific Program. Minimum Purchase of Some Restrictions May Apply. Offer Applies To New Equipment for Replacement of Exist-
ing System Installations Only. The Following Systems Qualify for the Stated offers: A/C ONLY — 2 Ton system EL16XC1, CBA38MV 3 mo. NINP 120 mo. Service Financing plan 4316. A/C with Heat — 2 Ton
system EL16XC1, EL296E AND Coil 3 Mo NINP 120mo Service financing plan 4316. Please See Dealer for ALL details. Offer Expires May 31, 2021.

CALL FOR &

anders ...c... (& 241 ‘&

AIR CONDITIONING Service Certified ' EMERGENCY 23

SERVICE!

(631) 727-2760 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE FlandersHVAC.com
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opened in 1928 under the sign “United Cigars.” His name was spelled in black letters against a white background in the mosaic in the pavement of the
entrance. Dark wooden display cases and shelves covered the three interior walls, but not quite all the way up to the high ceiling. That left room for several
goose necked gas lamps to be at the ready in case of a power failure. Their son, Kenneth “Kenny” Brown, later assumed ownership, but he was also a very

The railroad crossing on Love Lane (c. 1945) where a large number of passengers wait for the train.
In the background (left), on Pike Street, you can see the awning advertising Samuel’s Department, and immediately to the right, the “United Cigar” store.

BE PREPARED FOR
A SEVERE WEATHER

POWER OUTAGE!

-
| ‘
BRIGGS & STRATTON

O’NEILL OUTDOOR POWER
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San Simeon by the Sound is a non-profit community health care facility with an outstanding short-term rehabilitation team, top rated
resident-centered skilled nursing care in addition to featuring the only medical model adult day health care program on the East End.
We provide compassionate care and recognize the importance of family as active members of the health care team in keeping loved
ones living in the community longer. When you or your loved one needs medical care, you can count on San Simeon to be the trusted

provider for top quality compassionate care in our community.

] SHORT-TERM POST-ACUTE MEDICAL-MODEL ADULT DAY
LONG-TERM CARE REHABILITATION HEALTH CARE
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successful inventor and entrepreneur of ice machines in the 1960’s.

The Mattituck Bank (c. 1938) on the southwest corner of Love Lane and Pike Street,
adjacent to Samuel’s (later Philip’s) Department Store on Pike Street.

K. G. Brown’s 24 Hour, Coin-Operated Vending Stations were popular o
at marinas as you can see pictured here in Mitchell’s Marina in Greenport. Below, the southwest corner of Love Lane and Pike Street, 2011.

Next came Philip’s (previously, as my mother told me Samuel’s) Department
Store. Hard to imagine such a local emporium now. The headquarters of the
North Fork Bank and Trust Company commanded the corner. It subsequently
expanded several times on both streets.

Diagonally across Love Lane stood a boxy, two-story structure housing the
Gildersleeve Bros. store. As a small child I remember the tables, from my eye
level, piled high with various wares.

On the other corner, then as now, stood a hardware store. A blue metal sign
stuck out from the corner of the building, above the entry with the name “W.V.
Duryee.” The sign’s bracket remains to this day.

Next door to Duryee’s, and heading south on the east side of Love Lane, was a
Tydol Veedol gas station run by a man by the name of Rudy Armbrust. Its design,

- Welcome Spring!

/o~ COUNTON US FOR CREATIVE CATERING
L J‘ANﬁ PREPARED FOODS FOR SMALL GATHERINGS.

“Our CATERING MENU will help with your plans!

FOLLOW US on social media
STOP IN! for the launch of our seasonal

/ cooking classes and workshops.

Southold Wayside Market K3
1965 wayside market southold (@)

Pick up a copy of our new
breakfast and lunch menus,
and see our renovations!

o NEW HOURS:

=) Closed Mondays

ORDER ONLINE: "?%y o Tues, Wed, Thurs: gam-3pm
tholdwavsidemarket.com o) & DELI closes at 2pm
southoldwaysidemarket.co lyﬁl CRAF1 %\&n\g Friday, Saturday: cam-5pm

DELI closes at 4pm
55575 MAIN ROAD, SOUTHOLD - 631-765-3575 Sunday: 5am-3pm, DELI closes at 2pm
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53345 Route 25
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NY 11971

East End Insurance Agency believes in going above and beyond
to fullfill personal and commercial insurance needs.

HOME BOAT
You can achieve ultimate Allow us to customize With the right combination To ensure your safety on
peace of mind in the comfort an auto insurance of business insurance the open waters, seek the
of your home when you hold policy that optimizes policies, you can be fully protection you deserve
a custom-tailored home your security on the confident in the security of with a customized boat
insurance policy. open roads. your biggest investment. insurance policy.

&

UMBRELLA EQUINE
COVERAGE COVERAGE

END

A DIVISION OF RMS INSURANCE BROKERAGE, LLC

CALL US FOR A QUOTE, OR VISIT: eastendagency.com

Stephanie Zambito Danielle Nuhfer
631.765.3811 x233 « SZambito@rmsinsurance.us 631.765.3811 x216 * DNuhfer@rmsinsurance.us

ﬂ NOW’S A PERFECT TIME TO TAKE A
Defensive Driving Gourse!
The 6-hour course will be held remotely.
$55.00 per person + (No test required!)

We also offer the defensive driving course online for $44.95

This course requires 6 full hours online and passing the online test.
Log into http://www.empiresafetycouncil.com - Use promo code 1StON for $10 off.

For schedule and info contact Stephanie Zambito: call 631-765-3811 or email: szambito@rmsinsurance.us

Mon-Thurs 8:30-4:30, Friday 8-4 « 53345 Main R-d + PO Box 1406 * Southold, NY 11971 - fx: 631.765.3846




The Peconic Bay Shopper  Presewing Local Mistory  APRIL 2021 9

3 ' J e N
R
. A v , al

» F = 4

g

shortly thereafter outlawed, re-

flected its origins from the early
days on motoring. It occupied a
storefront as did the other shops
on Love Lane. The pumps were
right at the curb. Careful when

Below is a repeat of our cover photo
of K. G. “Kenny” Brown with his
dog, Rex, in front of the store, show-
ing the corner at a different angle.

The Gildersleeve Store (c. 1930) on the northeast corner
of Love Lane and Pike Street.

Below, the same corner, 2011

53345 Route 25

FEATHER HILL pgEers

NY 11971

/A __ The official dealer
; ' on the North Fork of

MON CHERI™

{ dresses for prom
and special occasions

j | Select styles and sizes
| available in store.
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We never outgrow protecting them,
no matter how big our kids get. Let me
help you protect those you love most,
with life insurance you can afford now.
Call me today.

Chris Manfredi
631-765-4666
Southold @

cmanfredi@allstate.com
Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Company and Allstate Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Road, Northbrook, IL
60062, and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 1776 American Heritage Life Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32224. In New York, life
insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge, NY. © 2020 Allstate Insurance Co.

11614987
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Hardware still occupies this corner.

pulling in! Perhaps there were incidents but I don’t remember them as a child.
A few years hence, the Gildersleeve Store and the residence next to it alongside
the tracks were torn down and a new Calso gas station built with a more contem-

MORIZZO
Kitchens & Bathsg

HOME IMPROVEMENTS ¢ RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS ¢ BATHROOMS ¢ COUNTER TOPS
WINDOWS e DOORS ¢ CARPENTRY
FLOORING: Wood ¢ Laminate ¢ Tile

The Duryee Hardware store on the southeast corner of Love Lane and Pike Street, c. 1925.
Adjacent and to the east is Fischer’s Hall which catered weddings and eventually housed a
movie theater before it was taken down. On the right, the same corner in 201 1. Orlowski

631-765-3772 » www.RMKB.net

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
Licensed & Insured North Rd' Commons #19
smooess  Route 48 & Cox Lane, Cutchogue

SAVE BIG ON NEW 2021 Dodge, RAM, Chrysler & Jeep Vehicles!

Thank You

_, To Our Customers and Friends For Your
Loyalty, Friendship and Trust for Over 94 Years.
It Is Never Assumed, and Always Appreciated.

The Mullen Family and Your Friends at Mullen Motors

.-

2
L?EJA\R S)

Available on Most Vehicles!

sAMR 72

MONTHS!

JEER
New 2021 Jeep
Grand Cherokee

CELE BRAT ION
Great Savings and Service on All New 2021 Dodge, RAM, Chrysler and Jeep Vehlcles'

MULLEN MJTLJRj

East Main Street, SOUTHOLD » 765-35649

www.mullendealsoftheweek.com ¢ www.mullenmotors.com

Josp fg;ﬂ RAmM Jeep

e
( ser Financ: he bly: Only: See Dealer For Complete Details and Flig Vehides. In-Stodk Vehides €

CELEBRATION wu;‘ fy for Financing N \ hi ;u;w X x «m;\ \«\\\\ DMV Extra. Not Responsble for Unintended Errors or Omissions. Expires 04/31/2
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porary design. Rudy Armbrust moved there for the rest of his career. Interesting
to note that the brick “carriage house” in back of the residence survived as a
workshop for a number of decades thereafter.

Before moving south of Love Lane to the next block of stores, then as now
there was an alleyway to the parking lot. For years a young man sold flowers out
of a number of buckets there. Not knowing his name, my family referred to him
as the “Flower Boy.” Being large of stature he wasn’t easy to miss. He disappeared
after a number of years.

Next came a number of attached stores, including the A & P (Great Atlantic
and Pacific Tea Company) and further down H. C. Bohack Co. food stores. (See
photos on pages 14 and 15). This was shortly before they both built their own free
standing buildings, with parking, on the Main Road.

But more importantly, between the markets were Woodward’s Variety Store
(toys included) and the Paradise Soda Shoppe. One could never visit either one
too often. The Paradise had a soda fountain counter with stools on the right

~ W
This early photo (c. 1930) shows one gasoline

pump on the curb in front of the Tydol Station on
the northeast side of Love Lane.

Below: The northeast side of Love Lane, 201 1.

and booths at the back. I think they made their own ice cream with equipment
on the left? At one point there were hand written signs taped on pieces of paper
over the tables warning, “No 5 Cent Drinks Served at Tables!” At the end of the
attached stores was another of those delis. My family called it the “Cat Store” as
it seemed to be a popular feline gathering spot.

[ reached the Main Road where the Octagon stood. In my lifetime, no com-
mercial tenant ever seemed to occupy the space for an extended period. Perhaps
the longest was the Pandora Gift Shop of that era, with the long forgotten feature,
a lending library — for a fee. While I never heard that the place was haunted, my
theory is that someone’s remains are under that edifice, and there psychic energy
has discouraged customers ever since?!

A quick stroll back the other side of Love Lane deserves mention. Firstly, in
the middle of the block stood the “old” Post Office, with its efficient customer
traffic flow “system.” There were three doors, one for entry, the other for exit and
the third for access to the apartment above. I remember this wooden structure

- —

Community Bank
Member FDIC

I STRENGTH, STABILITY & SERVIC
SINCE 1859

As your Community Bank, NYCB has been serving the financial needs
of our friends and neighbors for over 160 years.

We remain steadfast in our commitment to Strength, Stability & Service
and to providing the products and services our customers require and deserve.

(877) 786-6560 or myNYCB.com

© 2021 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC
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The former Mattituck Post Office on the west side of Love Lane, c. 1925. In the photo on the right, the Post Office has been superimposed on the color photo
from 2011 in order to give our readers an idea about where the former post office had been located on the northwest side of Love Lane.

The Octagon House,c. 1933.

The Octagon House, c. 1950.

Views of the Octogon House
on the east corner of
Love Lane and the Main Road



